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This research discussed about The Struggle of Woman Reflected in 
Cigarette Girl Novel by Ratih Kumala which aimed to find out the kinds of 
women way for achieving their existence in the novel Cigarette Girl. This 
research focused on the struggle of woman in Cigarette Girl to refuse their liyan 
in society in cigarette girl novel by Ratih Kumala using existentialist feminism 
Simone de Beauvoir theory. Then, the data were analyzed using descriptive 
qualitative method to identify, describe, and analyze the data that found by the 
researcher in the novel Cigarette Girl. This research used note taking as the 
instrument to find out the valid data. This research conducted to answer the 
problems that concerning how the women tried to refuse their status as object in 
society. The findings showed that there were four kinds of women struggle 
according to Beauvoir as following: women can work, women can become 
intellectuals, women can work to achieve a socialist transformation of society, and 
to transcend its boundaries. The researcher concluded that the women have self-
sufficiency and capability to manage and develop their life to achieve the social 
status by working, being intellectuals, transcend their boundaries, and working to 
achieve a socialist transformation. They have some capability to survive in their 
live as men. 









Feminism is women’s Liberation ideology which is supported by all of the 
approaches that indicate women to get unfairness because of sex. This movement 
rose because the woman always supposed as the second sex and got the 
discrimination in the social life. It does not mean the extreme rebellion movement 
of woman to man, but to opposite the social caste and the paradigm of static myth 
in the social. Woman is not a weak creature because she has her own ability to get 
the position in the society. In the other word, this movement is the awareness of 
women about their identity to destruct the hierarchy that is harmful for woman’s 
position, such as exploitation of woman, and also slavery by man. 
Literary work is a reflection of the author about life and life is combined 
with the style of play and creation that is supported by the experience and 
observer of life. Literary works have two aspects, they are aspects of form and 
content, aspect form is things that involve objects and aspect of content is human 
life experiences, such as socio-cultural, the way they are thinking, etc. This 
content aspect is the stronger because it is only as a container or media 
(Djojosuroto 2006: 17). 
In literary works, women figures are often talked and used as imaging 
objects, because women are very interesting to talk. Women have two sides. On 






other hand women are considered weak and the weaknesses are used as an excuse 
by bad men to exploit their beauty (Sugihastuti 2010: 32). There is even the 
assumption that women are second-class human beings, who although they have 
beauty, do not have the same existence as men. Aristotle assumed that women 
were the sexes determined based on their lack of certain qualities and Aquinas 
argued that women were imperfect men. The existence of women means anything. 
The existence of women figure is not only a complement to a story but also a 
central figure of a literary work. The existence or self-actualization according to 
Maslow's term is the highest need that each individual wants to achieve. Each 
individual is certain to have a need for recognition of their existence in society, 
which then becomes one part of the community itself. The spirit of the realization 
of women who have existed continues to grow, even today.  
This spirit is in line with the struggle of feminism. If feminism wants 
equality of position between men and women manifested in the equality of 
treatment received, rights and obligations, in literary works even female figures 
who feel oppressed and objectified try to fight for their rights as well as being 
subjects. The weakness found in women is not because of their nature but because 
of a habituation and indoctrination that goes on continuously. Until when an 
awareness of this condition arises, it is time to struggle, not with what is not 
owned, but of course with what is owned. This then prompted researchers to 
examine the novel Cigarette Girl by Ratih Kumala. In the novel, there is figures 





coordination with her own ways. Allah said In Holy Qur’an Surah An-Naml, ayah 
33: 
      
                                         
                                    
They said: “We are endued with strength, and given to vehement war: but the 
command is with thee; so consider what thou wilt command”. (QS. An-Naml:33). 
It is not unusual if we see women have the ability to multitasking, both in 
the political and business world as it is today. Because women who appear as 
leaders have been around since the time of the Prophets, including when Islam 
came. The figure of a woman who has a big influence in the political world at the 
time of Prophethood is Queen Balqis. This woman is recorded in Islamic history 
as the first woman to lead an empire. Its territory stretches from Yemen to 
Ethiopia today. Balqis is an astute, beautiful, and leadership figure queen. The 
above statement provides a lesson, even though Balqis holds great power, he 
remains democratic. He gave his servants a chance to give advice. 
Cigarette Girl is an interesting novel. It talks about Cigarette Girl, which 
is the existence, priceless in our country. Cigarette Girl has succeeded to prove as 
beautiful product. That is the existences reflect struggle of low class in this 
country. Why we cannot deny that in this age, we do recognize cigarette as a thing 
to break our body especially our health and waste our money. In other case, we 
can find in a cover of cigarette and advertisement commercial has warned very 





impotence and pregnancy and fetal disorders” but also has changed “Smoking 
kills you” with disease pictures. 
However, the author in this chance does not discuss about cigarette like 
describing before but focusing on the woman character in “Cigarette Girl” Novel 
that struggles to survive in economic condition after her husband was arrested 
because accused as one of rebels. Many cases come in her life but they are not 
obstacle for her. The women character in this novel try to rise and prove that a 
woman has a power. 
The researcher chooses the novel because the main character is a very 
independent woman. It can be analyzed through feminism approach if the literary 
work is related to a woman as one of the characters in the story or talked about 
women and to know the character of women in this novel. 
B. Research Question 
Based on the background, the researcher formulated research question as 
follow: How are resistances of woman’s struggle in Cigarette Girl Novel by Ratih 
Kumala? 
C. Objective of The Research 
Based on the research question which is described above, the objective of 
this research is: To describe the resistances of woman’s struggle in Cigarette Girl 







D. Significance of The Research 
The significance of the research is to give information and contribute 
feminist literary to the readers. So, the reader can expect to recognize the struggle 
of woman which is implied in Cigarette Girl by Ratih Kumala. Besides, the writer 
hopes that the result of this research can enrich the treasure of literary works, 
especially for student of English and Literature Department, Adab and Humanities 
Faculty of Alauddin State Islamic University of Makassar. 
E. Scope of The Research 
The researcher focused on the struggle of woman in Cigarette Girl novel 






















A. Previous Study 
The researcher finds that there are some previous findings which related 
and relevant whit this research, as follow: 
Usman (2009) in his thesis "On the Existence of Women in Novel Throne 
Abidah El Khalieqy Work: A Study of Feminist Literary Criticism". In his 
analysis, Usman finds picture of women's ability to demonstrate its existence 
pursued in three ways, namely through the choices of women, the ability to take 
the fight against the violence that happened to him, and awareness of the benefits 
of education to increase the quality of life. A woman's ability to make autonomous 
choices in life reflects that women are not just an object, but a subject that has an 
awareness of itself by taking responsible decisions. The choices are owned by 
female figures in the novel shows that women are autonomous beings capable of 
making decisions his own life and do not depend on men. Choices of women as 
the embodiment of personal identity as the appropriate autonomous liberal 
feminist view states that the form of the creature of reason is when people have 
the ability to determine their own destiny as a private autonomous. 
Maryam (2014) in her thesis “The Reflection of Social Feminism in 
Titanic Movie”. She found that social feminism and the reflection of social 
feminism in the real into movie. The data were analyzed by using sociological 






feminism in the real into ʺTitanicʺ movie by James Cameron. The result of the 
research shows there are five kinds of Social Feminism in ʺTitanicʺ movie by 
James Cameron. The researcher had divided them in specifically: Unable to be 
free, Working class, financial dependence on males in society, gender 
discrimination, and sacrifice. The reflection of social feminism in the real into 
ʺTitanicʺ movie by James Cameron, they are: working class, financial dependence 
on males in society, and gender discrimination. Unable to be free in real social 
feminism there is no explanations about that but in ʺTitanicʺ movie show of all the 
unable to be free but in the real is not totally reflected. 
Muris (2013), in her thesis “The Existentialism used in the novel When 
God was A Rabbit by Sarah Winman”. The objective of this research is to know 
the aspects of existentialism revealed in Sarah Winman’s novel “When God was a 
Rabbit”. The method used in this research is descriptive qualitative method. The 
data resources of this research were the novel “When god was a Rabbit” by Sarah 
Winman which was published in 2011 and some books were used to analyze and 
support this research. In collecting the data, the writer used note taking as the 
instrument. The writer used Kierkegaard’s theory to analyze the aspects of 
existentialism revealed in the novel. In this research, the writer found that there 
are five aspects of existentialism found in the novel “When God was A Rabbit” by 
Sarah Winman. They are existence precedes essence, alienation or estrangement, 
fear and trembling anxiety, the encounter with nothingness and freedom. 
Ulfa (2017). This research discussed about Existentialism Reflected in 





aimed to find out the characteristics of existentialism. This research based on 
Sartre’s theory about the characteristic of existentialism which consist of six 
characteristics including subjectivity, conscious being in the world, contingency, 
anti-materialism, humanity, and faith. This research was descriptive qualitative 
method. Then, the researcher used note cards as the instrument to get the valid 
data. The findings showed that there were five characteristics of existentialism in 
the movie. In the movie only existed subjectivity, conscious being in the world, 
contingency, anti-materialism, and humanity. The researcher also found that there 
was no data of faith as one of the existentialism characteristics. The researcher 
concluded that people need to understand their existence that was not only from 
their action but also from their thought. 
Sudarni (2017). This research discussed about the Struggle of woman in 
the novel sing me to sleep by Angela Morrison, which aimed to find out the kinds 
of woman’s struggle and struggle to get her love in the novel Sing Me to Sleep. 
This research used qualitative descriptive method and focused Virginia Woolf 
theory. The writer used note taking as instrument of the research. The writer 
found that there are three kinds struggle of women. they are, the first the struggle 
to accept the facts of life, second the struggle to achieve a dream, and finally the 
struggle of in the form of affection, and struggles to get her love. The implication 
of this research is to give more information, description and comprehending about 
Struggle of woman. Moreover, it can be a reference for the student of Adab and 
Humanities Faculty who are attracted to observe the similar research. Therefore, 





struggle of women, and struggle to get her love like Beth struggle to make Derek 
survive and Beth tried not to think negatively about his feelings. 
Awal (2013), in his thesis, “Feminism Power in Suzanne Collins Novelʹs 
Mockingjay”. He found that there is one type of feminism in Suzanne Collins 
Novel’s Mockingjay. That is Liberal Feminism. The research used Tong’s theory 
to analyze the type of feminism. Then form that type the writer determined the 
forms of feminism. Women leader, women like men, women have domination in 
the society, women can control the society and women have power to get her 
freedom as liberal feminism. The result of this research shows that liberal 
feminism is the dominant type of feminism in the novel. 
After comparing thesis, the researcher finds the similarity and difference 
with this research. Six of them are a Study of Feminist Literary Criticism and the 
difference between the previous findings above with this research is the Existence 
of Woman. In this research the researcher focuses on the struggle of woman same 
as Sudarni (2017). 
B. Novel 
In the creation of a fictitious world that looks real to the readers, in novels 
usually there are elements such as plot, characters, settings, theme, and conflicts. 
Groove is a narrative structure of the story and the meaning contained in it. 
Therefore, when a reader describes the flow of a story, the reader must also 






The definition of Novel in etymology, the word novel comes from the 
Italian, Novella, which means the new staff that small. In terminology Novel, 
according to Dr. Tillyard defines novel as “a novel is a not too unorganized, 
fictitious narrative in prose of at least, say, 20,000 words.” and W.E Williams 
defines it as “a long narrative in prose detailing the actions of fictitious people”. 
Novel or often referred to as romance is a fictional prose story in a certain 
length, which depicts characters, movements and scenes real representative in a 
plot or a rather chaotic situation or tangled. The novel has the characteristic of 
relying on characters, presenting more than one impression, presenting more than 
one effect, presents more than one emotion. (Tarigan, 1991: 164-165). 
Nurgiyantoro (2010: 10) suggests that novels are works of fiction built by 
building elements, namely intrinsic and elemental elements extrinsic. The novel is 
also interpreted as an essay in the form of prose contains a series of stories of 
someone's life with others on around him by highlighting the character and nature 
of the perpetrator. 
According to Sugono (2008), the novel is a long prose which contains a 
series of stories of a person's life with those around him by highlighting the 
character and nature of each actor. To attract the interest of readers, novels also 
have characteristics or personalities. Figures are not always realistically portrayed, 
but usually figures are portrayed as having hopes, fears, certain attention, and 
ambitions that their readers can recognize. A figure which is described well in 





(Madden, 2006). Conflicts are raised in the story so that the novel is interesting to 
read. Conflicts that arise can be either physical or psychological conflicts 
experienced by the character and must be resolved. 
According to Wellek and Waren (1988: 276) Novels are more referring to 
high reality and deep psychology, but basically the birth of a novel is a picture of 
a human condition and the environment around us. From the statement that can be 
interpreted a novel can be used as a mirror to see the human condition and the 
environment around us. 
So, we can understand that novels are something new because they are 
different from other types of literature written with a series of stories of a person's 
life with those around him by highlighting the character and nature of each actor, 
written in a simple and understandable language and reflecting the human 
condition in his environment. 
C. Feminism 
One of the ways which women fights discrimination is through feminism. 
Lexically, Moeliono et.al (1993:241) states that feminism is women’s movement 
of demanding full equality between women and men, equality rights that covers 
all aspects of life, both in the political, economic, social and cultural. In other 
words, feminism is a women’s movement to gain autonomy or freedom of self-
determination. 
Merriam Webster in dictionary, feminism is the theory of the political, 





and interests. Feminism is a range of social movements, political movements and 
ideologies that share a common goal: to define, establish and achieve the political, 
economic, personal and social equality of the sexes. 
According to Gamble, feminism incorporates the position that societies the 
male point of view and that woman are treated unfairly within those societies. 
Hannam (2007:22) In the book Feminism, the word feminism can be 
interpreted as: A recognition of the imbalance of power between the sexes, with 
the recognition of an imbalance of power between two sexes, with the role of 
women under men). 
Wallstonecraff, in his book the Right of Woman in 1972, Feminism is a 
movement of women's emancipation, the movement loudly voices about 
improving women's position and rejecting the differences in degrees between men 
and women. 
Geofe (in Sugihastuti and Suharto, 2005:61) Feminism is an organized 
activity that fights for women's rights and interests. If women have equal rights 
with men, then women are free to determine themselves as they have done so far. 
Feminism is a belief that women and men are inherently of equal worth. 
Because most societies privilege men as a group, social movements are necessary 
to achieve equality between women and men, with understanding that gender 
always intersect with other social hierarchies. In simple terms, feminism is the 





organized around the belief that gender should not be pre-determinant factor 
shaping a person’s social identity or socio-political or economic rights. 
Feminist is a movement of struggle to fight against all forms of 
objectification of women. Women and men also are believed that they have 
differences in social awareness and social control (Anwar, 2010: 129). Feminism 
focuses on history about the pressure and dominance of male power in every 
aspect of society, especially in literature. In literature, man creates images about 
women and women positions as compensation myths for men (Anwar, 2009: 50). 
The boundaries related to feminism are indeed diverse and sometimes 
debated, starting from whether a person must be a woman, can be organizationally 
called feminist immediately, and up to where the level of awareness and 
knowledge regarding the form and root of the problem of injustice / 
discrimination, and how the person's future orientation. 
The gender studies, women studies or women assessments are appeared in 
all sorts program of studies. The assessments enhanced our knowledge about 
experience, importance, and women’s life. Women study includes many topics 
that are related to women studies, such as women history, women labor, women 
physiological, lesbianism, etc. 
D. Existentialist Feminism 
This research focuses on existentialist feminsm theory. According to 
Beauvoir in her book, Existentialist feminism emerged in the 20th century was 





theory, Beauvior refers to Sartre's existentialism theory in his book entitled Being 
And Nothingness. Sartre's concept which is closest to feminism "is there is 
another person", namely philosophy which sees relations between humans. 
Unfortunately, in terms of relations between men and women, men objectify 
women and make them as others.  
By adopting ontological language and existentialist ethical language, 
Beauvoir suggested that men were named "the Self", while women were "the 
other". If Liyan is a threat to Himself, then women are a threat to men. Therefore, 
if a man wants to remain free, he must subordinate women to him. In other words, 
because women exist for themselves as well as they are in them, we must look for 
causes and reasons beyond those directed by women's biology and physiology, to 
explain why people have women to carry out the role of Liyan (Tong, 2004: 262). 
a. Definition of Existence 
Existence is interpreted as standing alone as well as out of him. 
Existentialism is a philosophical movement that studies the search for a person's 
meaning in his existence (existence). Humans that exist are humans who continue 
to try to find meaning in their lives. 
Sartre believed that existence preceded essence. Unlike equipment that 
was created for a purpose, humans were initially aimless. But precisely humans 
try to find themselves in the world and define their meaning in their existence. In 
defining this meaning, humans have freedom that no one creature has. But the 





being free to determine their choices (responsibility for choices) and responsible 
for the consequences of that choice (Sartre, 2002: 158). 
As for the existentialists proposed by Simone de Beauvoir, Beauvoir said 
that women in their existence in this world only became liyan for men. Women 
are objects and men are the subject. So existentialism according to Beauvoir is 
when a woman is no longer an object but has become a subject for her. 
b. The Relationship Subject-Object (The Others) 
De Beauvoir's ethical analysis highlights oppression and violence against 
humans caused by wrong understanding of the subject and object. Simone de 
Beauvoir argues that in human relations there is always an intersubjective conflict, 
each human being always tries to make another human being an object and does 
not want himself to be an object. The reason why women are oppressed is that 
their existence is ignored and not an absolute subject unlike men. Thus giving rise 
to the view that the absolute subject is men, while women are just other objects 
(other). The process starts from biological facts such as reproductive roles, 
hormonal imbalances, weakness of female organs, etc. that are combined with 
patriarchal history until finally women are cornered into reproductive and 
domestic roles and women are unwittingly led to the definition of unconscious 
beings. This is what makes domination of women throughout history. 
Simone de Beauvoir sees the issue of women's oppression starting with the 
question "What are women?" (Beauvoir, 1989). People assume that women are 





considered a "weakness" of his body so he began to think that he could not live 
without men, especially if he believed that women were part of men (created from 
male ribs). Therefore, women are defined as part of men and not vice versa. In 
this case, it is clear that men become subject and absolute, while women become 
objects or "the other".  
The difference between women and men mostly comes from the fact that 
social construction marginalizes women and most of them are self-internalization 
(Otherness). The crucial question is whether women can free themselves from the 
status of objects and whether they must be men or can achieve different 
subjectivities. There is a culture created by men that assumes men as subjects and 
women as objects. 
From the opinion above, we can understand that women are always 
considered as beings who are not essential, because women are always seen as 
objects and creatures’ number two. His strengths such as giving birth are always 
considered a weakness where women cannot live without the help of men. In the 
case of men subjecting women and making them "the other". Thus, men claim 
themselves as identity and women as others, or men as subjects and women as 
objects. 
When more and more women stand out, all the constructions and myths 
will be fragile and fade and it will make women free as other people. In women, 
men look for "other people" as nature and as mates. Through their ambivalent 





are able to conquer as they wish. Nature is a veil made of crude material where 
trapped human souls and women are the highest reality of limited uncertainty and 
presence (Beauvoir, 1989: 214). 
In his book Second Sex, Beauvoir (1989: 302) says that as "another 
person", women are negatively defined, that is, women are less powerful. This 
weakness was then considered a fate that women must accept without being able 
to be changed. Women are then symbolized as night, chaos, and immanence. 
Their inability to understand reality is associated with their lack of logic and 
ignorance. 
Women are always constructed by men, through male structures and 
institutions. But because women, like men, have no essence, women do not have 
to continue to be what men want. Women can also be as subjects, can be involved 
in positive activities in society. So that there is no more that can prevent women 
from building themselves and women can be creatures who have the essence and 
nature not underestimated (Beauvoir, 1989: 265). 
Beauvoir repeatedly said that although biological and psychological facts 
about women, for example, its main role in psychological reproduction relative to 
men's secondary roles, women's physical weakness relative to men's physical 
strength, and the inactive role they play in sexual relations is relative the active 
role of men can be right, but we judge facts to depend on us as social beings. 
From some the opinions above, we can see how women are made as 





are as made objects of men because they are considered as a place for adventure. 
Women are also considered as objects that print children - even though women 
should be made as someone who can be invited to work together in life. From this 
we can see that there has been a marginalization of women. 
c. Oppression of Women by Men 
Gender oppression is not just a form of oppression. Far from that, black 
people know how it feels to be oppressed whites and poor people know what it's 
like to be suppressed by rich people. But according to Dorothy Kauffman McCall, 
women's oppression by men is unique for two reasons: 
1) Unlike racial and class oppression, oppression of women is a historical 
fact that is interconnected, an event in a time that is repeatedly questioned 
and distorted. Women are always subordinated by men. 
2) Women have internalized a foreign perspective that men are essential and 
women are not essential. 
Beauvoir labeled the actions of tragic women as women who accepted 
their interests as feminine mysteries, handed down from generation to generation. 
This personality, according to him, is attached to the institution of marriage and 
mather hood. He also argued that the marriage institution would actually damage 
the relationship of a couple and is a form of slavery, according to Beauvoir being 






Women decide to get married because it becomes an obligation, because 
of the pressure imposed on their shoulders, because marriage is the only most 
sensible solution, because they want a normal existence as a wife and mother, but 
a secret that is guarded and a feeling that depth will make the beginning of 
marriage life difficult, which may make life difficult, which may prevent the 
balance of happiness forever (Beauvoir, 1989: 237). 
Marriage is intended to avoid women from the freedom of men, but 
because there is no love or individuality without freedom, he must let go of love 
for special individuals to convince him to get life's protection from men 
(Beauvoir, 1989: 238). 
d. Three Types of Women According Beauvoir 
According to Beauvoir in Tong (2004: 274-275), although all women are 
involved in feminine role playing, there are three types of women who play the 
role of "women" to the top, namely as follows: 
1) Prostitutes are those who are always willing to be objects for men, those 
who prostitute themselves not only for money, but also for the rewards 
that they get from men as a payment for their liyanan. 
2) Narcissism, where most women become aware of their appearance so 
they try to improve their appearance which is actually a way for women 
to be beautiful for men to see. In other words, men will be more 





3) Mystics, are women who consider themselves better than other women 
because they obey the norms and values that apply in society, they are 
required to be ideal women. 
In reflecting on the picture, of wives, mothers, working women, 
prostitutes, narcissists, and mystical women, Beauvoir concluded that the tragedy 
of all these roles, is that everything is not a construction built by women 
themselves. Women are likened to getting approval from the masculine world in 
productive society. Women are constructed by men through male structures and 
institutions, but because women like men also have no essence, women can also 
be subjects (Tong, 2004: 237). 
To know the limits, women must refuse to internalize their faith. Because 
accepting Liyan can make a woman become an object, even a divided Self. For 
example, costumes and styles have cut off the feminine body and limited it from 
all possibilities for transcendence. One example of women's disunity is the 
phenomenon of whistles and male sexual comments on women which are usually 
resolved by women by trying not to think of it as a problem because it only 
concerns her body. So, women try to separate the mind and body. Therefore, 
women must refuse to become Liyan. 
e. The Women Way Refuse Their Liyan 
According to Beauvoir there are several strategies that can be implemented 





First women can work. Of course, Beauvoir realized that working in 
patriarchal capitalism was oppressive and exploitative, especially if the work 
made women have to do work in a double shiff: one shiff in the office or at the 
factory, and one other at home. Nevertheless, Beauvoir believes that no matter 
how hard and tiring the work of women is, work still provides various possibilities 
for women, who if not done women will lose that opportunity altogether. By 
working outside the house together with men, women can reclaim their 
transcendence "women will" concretely assert their status as subjects, as someone 
who actively determines the direction of his destiny.  
Second, women can become intellectuals, members of groups that will 
build change for women. Intellectual activity is an activity when a person thinks, 
sees and defines, and is not nonactivity when a person becomes the object of 
thought, observation, and definition. Beauvoir encouraged women to study writers 
such as Emily Bronte, Virgina Woolf, and Katherina Mansfield who truly valued 
themselves as writers by exploring the issues of death, life and suffering (Tong, 
2004: 274). 
Third, women can work to achieve a socialist transformation of society. 
Like Sartre, Beauvoir has the same hope that the end of the subject-object 
conflict, the Self-Liyan among humans in general, among men and women in 
particular. not only that, Sartre and Beauvoir also assumed that one of the keys to 
liberation for women was economic power, one point he emphasized in his 





environment would limit them to defining themselves, women's freedom would 
also be limited by the amount of money they had in the bank. 
Finally, to transcend its boundaries, women can refuse to internalize their 
liabilities by identifying themselves through the views of the dominant groups in 
society. Accepting the role of Liyan according to Beauvoir, is accepting the status 
of an object which means "rejecting the Self-Subject who is creative, and has 
autonomy towards himself" and takes the risk of experiencing insanity which is 
the result of involvement in continuing to lie (Tong, 2004: 276). 
From some of the things described above, we can conclude that even 
women can fight against the marginalization that has happened to them through 
working, then becoming intellectual agents and the latter can work to achieve 
socialist social transformation. 
By examining novels in particular, analyzing female figures using the 
Existentialist Feminism approach, there are two things that will be analyzed first, 
the forms of marginalization of women as others, and the second forms of 
resistance as manifestations of existence. 
Novel has a complex storytelling structure. Novel is one of literary works, 
where in a literary work an author certainly has a social idea that is to be 
conveyed to the readers. This can be seen in Novel Cigarette Girl by Ratih 
Kumala. The novel will be analyzed using a scalpel of Simone de Beauvoir's 
existentialism feminism. Existentialist feminism Simone de Beauvoir is used as an 





how the forms of marginalization of women as others and how forms of resistance 
carried out by women as a form of existence. Furthermore, it will be analyzed and 
produced findings about the forms of marginalization of women as others and 
forms of resistance as a manifestation of the existence of female leaders in Novel 
Cigarette Girl by Ratih Kumala. 
E. Cigarette Girl Novel by Ratih Kumala 
1) Biography 
Ratih Kumala, was born in Jakarta 4 June 1980. She completed her studies 
from the English Literature Department of Sebelas Maret State University (UNS) 
Solo. 
His first book, the novel entitled Tabula Rasa (Grasindo 2004, GPU 2014), 
received the third prize for the Novel Writing Competition of the Jakarta Arts 
Council 2003. His second novel, Genesis (Insist Press, 2005). A collection of 
short stories, Larutan Senja, (Gramedia Pustaka Utama, 2006). The fourth book 
entitled Kronik Betawi (novel / GPU, 2009) which was published as a book before 
being published as a serial story in Republika 2008. The novel Gadis Kretek 
(GPU, 2012) is included in the Top 5 Equator Literary Award 2012 prose 
categories, and has been translated to English - Cigarette Girl (GPU, 2015), as 
well as German - Das Zigarettenmadchen (culturbooks publishing, 2015). 
In addition to writing novels and short stories, Ratih is also completing a 





(which is the Indonesian version of Sesame Street Indonesia). Currently living in 
Jakarta with her husband, writer Eka Kurniawan.  
Ratih Kumala has been in the world of writing since 2002. Her writing 
career began with writing fiction. He won several writing contests, among them 
the Jakarta Art Council Novel Competition 2003. Until now he has written five 
fictional books, the latest novel titled Kretek Girl. In addition to books, he is also 
active in writing drama scenarios for television. Various television programs that 
are popular with Indonesian audiences have been worked on.  
Starting from FTV, soap opera stripping, miniseries, to mini stories with a 
duration of 7 minutes. Among other things, the Scavenger Child Uniform Shirt 
(FTV), which won the 2009 Bandung Film Forum, the Praised Detachment 
category. The miniseries, which was quite successful and had become Trending 
Topic on Twitter, was also held by him, including Cinta Cenat Cenut and Go-Go 
Girls. In addition to shows for adults, he has also been involved in writing 
children's events on Jalan Sesama (Sesame Street, USA). Now, he is active as a 
Drama-Production Script Editor on Trans Tv. 
2) Synopsis 
Cigarette Girl Novel tells the story of a woman named Roemaisa and her 
husband named Idroes Moeria who struggle to survive during the Japanese 
occupation. Idroes Moeria has a kretek manufacturing business called Klobot 
Djojobojo. After his efforts began to increase, the husband of Roemasia was 





her husband disappeared without a trace, pregnant pregnant Roemasia was 
severely depressed. The incident had made him like a corpse and lost his passion 
for life, so that no more leftover nutrients could be absorbed by the fetus and the 
fetus decided to leave his body. 
At one point, when Roemasia smoked her husband's cigarette, he felt the 
point of his awakening. Since then Roemaisa has become a new person, with her 
efforts to revive the cigarette business pioneered by her husband while expecting 
the presence of Idroes Moeria back. Soedjagad returned to approaching Roemasia, 
never giving up, as if getting a chance again after Idroes Moeria was not reported. 
But Roemaisa insisted on waiting for her husband to return. When the Japanese 
surrendered to the allies, Indonesia soon proclaimed itself. All Japanese prisoners 
are back, not to mention Idroes Moeria. He returned to his wife, and continued his 
cigarette business. During his captivity in Surabaya, Idroes observed the cigarette 
market there, and upon returning, he developed his cigarette. Idroes no longer 
uses the name Djojobojo, but now uses a new name, with the spirit of 
independence, Kretek Merdeka. Its competitors, following in the footsteps of 
Idroes, also made rivals by making cigarettes with Kretek Proklamasi. 
Shortly thereafter, his wife became pregnant and gave birth, a daughter. 
Her daughter is beautiful, named Dasiyah, who later became known as Jeng Yah. 
Soon, his sister was born with the name Rukiyah. Soedjagad married a rich 





Dasiyah grew close to cigarette factories. Rolling activities, and the like 
were carried out by Dasiyah since childhood. From Dasiyah's hand, he made a 
special cigarette from tobacco juice that came from his hand when rolling. And 
with his licks, he glued the cigarette and gave it to his father. His father believed 
that this girl was the incarnation of Roro Mendut which with saliva could produce 
delicious cigarettes. From the Dasiyah sauce concoction, the cigarette trademark 
named Kretek Gadis was born. 
Dasiyah fell in love with a young man named Soeraja, a traveling young 
man who stopped in the city of M when the annual night market was held. 
Dasiyah fell in love with Soeraja, hired him. Soeraja realized that he did not have 
self-esteem because he lived from the Idroes family, then asked Dasiyah for 
permission to open his own cigarette business. Eventually Soeraja was introduced 
by the PKI and made cigarettes funded by the PKI. A few days before his second 
marriage, Soeraja and other PKI accomplices were sought. Luckily Soeraja 
managed to escape. He went to the city of Kudus, severing relations because he 
was among the people sought by the TNI. Unfortunately, the fate of the Dasiyah 
family, he and his father were arrested and imprisoned for dealing with PKI 
individuals. But in the end, they were both released because they could explain 
that they had never been in contact with the PKI. 
The fleeing Soeraja finally meets a girl named Purwanti, a child from 
Soedjagad. And then he worked with Soedjagad to make Kretek Djagad Raja and 
to be the right hand of Soedjagad while marrying his daughter. Soon, Kretek 





Ruqayah bought one for his brother Dasiyah. Hearing the news that Soeraja would 
marry Purwanti he was very sad and then tried Kretek Djagad Raja. When he tried 
it he knew that the cigarette recipe was the same as Kretek Gadis. Knowing that 
the recipe was leaked by Soeraja, then went to Soeraja on his wedding day and hit 
Soeraja's forehead by throwing a petromax. Dasiyah was satisfied with what she 




















A. Research Method 
This reseacrh is analyzed by using Descriptive qualitative method. By using 
this method the researcher identified, described, and analyzed how the struggle of 
woman in Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala. Qualitative method can give 
more attention to data analysis, the data related with the context itself (Bahtiar, 
2013:16). 
B. Source of Data 
The source of data in this research is Cigarette Girl by Ratih Kumala. 
Published since in 2015. The novel consists of 15 chapter and 242 pages. 
C. Instrument of The Research 
The instrument use itself as an intstrument of the research by reading 
novel. The researcher make plan, collect data, note taking, analyze to report the 
results (Sugiyono, 2013:305). 
D. Procedure of Collecting Data 
The procedures of data collection in this research, as follow: 
Reading 
1. The Researcher read novel Cigarette Girl to get udesrtanding from 






2. The researcher classified and makes description from the data that 
has been get, as the way to understand about plot and character that 
describe in the novel. 
 
E. Technique of Data Analysis 
Researcher used content analysis technique that includes identification, 
to analyze the data, the researcher uses Simone de Beauvoir’s theory about the 
existentialist feminsm, the aspects are used to analyze the data in order to 
























FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS 
 This chapter explain the results data analysis of the novel Cigarette Girl 
by Ratih Kumala. The first part is finding and the second part is discussion. The 
first part of the finding that the researcher shows the data that were found during 
observation using note taking as the research instrument and the second part 
consists of the discussion of the data. In this part, the researcher presented the data 
taken from Cigarette Girl novel by Ratih Kumala. It was used to answer the 
research question how are resistance of woman’s struggle in Cigarette Girl novel 
by Ratih Kumala. 
A. Findings 
In this part the researcher took the data from Cigarette Girl novel after 
used note taking and classified, using the Beauvoir theory as follows the women 
way refuse their Liyan: 
1) Women can work. Beauvoir realized that working in patriarchal 
capitalism was oppressive and exploitative, especially if the work 
made women have to do work in a double shiff: one shiff in the 
office or at the factory, and one other at home. Nevertheless, 
Beauvoir believes that no matter how hard and tiring the work of 
women is, work still provides various possibilities for women, who 






working outside the house together with men, women can reclaim 
their transcendence "women will" concretely assert their status as 
subjects, as someone who actively determines the direction of his 
destiny. 
Now, it was as if every mouthful of klobot smoke that Roemaisa inhaled 
reinvigorated her, while the sorrows that had piled up seemed to evaporate with 
every exhalation of smoke that came out of her mouth. Slowly but surely, 
Roemaisa recovered. She could not return to being the old Roemaisa, who was so 
feminine and obedient. The new Roemaisa was feisty. (D1, C4, P72-73) 
The data shows the change in character experienced by Roemaisa after she 
lost her husband. After recovering from his sadness, he began a new life and 
became a new Roemaisa. 
The sales of Lady Cigarettes skyrocketed, and Dasiyah grew busier and busier 
promoting the cigarettes at the occasional night fairs came to town not just in M 
Town, but also Yogyakarta, Magelang, Solo, Kudus, and as far away as Lampung. 
Latters from Banyuwangi and Kalimantan came in, reporting that lady Cigarettes 
were selling well there too and asking for the rights to become city distributors 
there. (D2, C8, P134) 
The above quote proves that Dasiyah was able to prove her ability in 
selling and expanding the area of her family's inheritance products. Dasiyah was 






2) Women can become intellectuals, members of groups that will 
build change for women. Intellectual activity is an activity when a 
person thinks, sees and defines, and is not nonactivity when a 
person becomes the object of thought, observation, and definition. 
Beauvoir encouraged women to study writers such as Emily 
Bronte, Virgina Woolf, and Katherina Mansfield who truly valued 
themselves as writers by exploring the issues of death, life and 
suffering (Tong, 2004: 274). 
“Father, why don’t you just focus on managing Independence! Cigarettes. Keep 
going with them.” Dasiyah, who was now seventeen, advised her father one day. 
“There is already a market for Independence! All you have to do is develop it 
further, introduce it to new markets.” “But it’s new era, now, Yah.” (D1, C8, 
P119) 
The data above illustrates when Dasiyah expressed her opinion on her 
father who always wanted to create a new trademark. Dasiyah considers that her 
father's effort is futile because it will only use up capital. Dasiyah, who is still 
relatively young to her father, to continue Kretek Merdeka, which already has a 
name on the market. 
“Well then, doesn’t that mean that Independences Kretek have a historical 
value?” (D2, C8, P119) 
In the above quote, Dasiyah tries to convince her father by saying that the 





Dasiyah is practically an Idroes Moeria trust. The girl had inherited her smarts 
from her mother and her work ethic from her father, and because Idroes Moeria 
had trusted his daughter and given her freedom, she had grown into an 
independent young woman who wasn’t afraid to have her own opinions. This was 
quite unique from women of that time. (D3, C8, P122) 
The above quotation is a proof carried out by Jeng Yah related to the status 
that has been inherent in women that women do not have a high taste for kretek, 
unlike what men have. 
“It’s enough already, Father. You can’t make any newer cigarettes!” Dasiyah 
said to her father one day when he announced his intention to launch yet another 
line. After handling the books, she knew how ration their financial resources. The 
cycles of experimentation and failure had taught her to be frugal… but not so with 
Idroes Moeria. (D4, C8, P122) 
The quote above illustrates how critical Dasiyah was for the decision his 
father would make regarding the new trademark plan his father would make. 
Dasiyah has carefully calculated and managed everything including factory 
finance so her father is wiser and more careful in managing factory finances. 
Dasiyah said. She added that, starting now, her father couldn’t just half heartedly 
make new cigarettes whenever he wanted and sell them just to watch them die, 
because this time someone else’s money was involved, a loaned investment. 





into a mature and thoughtful woman right before his very eyes. (D5, C8, P131-
132) 
In the data above it says that, Dasiyah is not only good at managing 
factory finances, Dasiyah is also critical in deciding everything about her father's 
decision to create a new trademark by involving borrowed money from other 
people. 
“How about it? Do you like the name “Dasiyah Cigarettes’? it’s good isn’t it? 
Your name would be on the label and we could use your photograph as the image 
on the pack, if you want.” “Oh. Father… that’s so old-fashioned!” How would 
that be any different from Djagad Cigarettes?” Idroes Moeria was deflated, 
remembering his competitor’s cloves, with Soedjagad’s likeness on the label. 
Dasiyah was right, that would be a step backwards. Things had moved on. “Plus, 
I’m a lady now, Father. I’d be embarrassed if my face was stuck on the label.” 
(D6, C8, P130-131) 
The above quotation shows that Jeng Yah is a different woman from 
ordinary women, since she was a child, she has helped her father's business by 
collecting some used klobot to be rolled by himself. This is a scene that is difficult 
to see in other women of that era. 
It turned out that Dasiyah had secretly been mixing all different kinds of 
ingredients. She took the Independence! sauce as the base, and then added in 
other elements that might perfect the taste. Dasiyah tried to think what it was 





other cigarettes but also savory and more aromatic, and the clove and tobacco 
essence surely contributed to their superior flavor. She had tried to use new 
combinations of ingredients to recreate the taste of the cigarettes she had rolled 
herself. (D7, C8, P132) 
The data above shows that as the son of a kretek factory owner, Dasiyah 
does not only rely on what is inherited from his family. Dasiyah has her own taste 
regarding the taste of cigarettes. Therefore, Dasiyah carries out her own 
innovation and the results make her kretek products flourish. One thing that 
proves that the knowledge of Dasiyah has been more advanced than women her 
age at that time. 
Then Dasiyah had an idea, rather than hiring men to promote Lady Cigarettes, 
she would hire Rukayah’s friends, who were all girls, at the same rate. This would 
fit the brand’s image. (D8, C8, P134) 
In this case, Dasiyah, who had begun her steps to develop her father's 
cigarette products, now Dasiyah opened the opportunity for girls to show their 
skills in trading and give them wages equal to men. 
3) Women can work to achieve a socialist transformation of society. 
Like Sartre, Beauvoir has the same hope that the end of the 
subject-object conflict, the Self-Liyan among humans in general, 
among men and women in particular. not only that, Sartre and 
Beauvoir also assumed that one of the keys to liberation for women 





about independent women. Beauvoir reminded women that the 
environment would limit them to defining themselves, women's 
freedom would also be limited by the amount of money they had in 
the bank. 
The girl was an able discussant in all matters of clove cigarettes. This, in fact, 
was enough to convince Pak Joko and his brother in law to invest in the company. 
If only those tingwe could be mass produced, then surely the two men would have 
given them an advance. But unfortunately, that wasn’t possible and Idroes Moeria 
was left without an investor. (D1, C8, P126) 
In the data above it says that this happened because the portrayal of the 
girl in general seemed timid when talking to the other person. It was also 
explained that Dasiyah was an intelligent woman who understood a variety of 
knowledge. 
She became quite popular amongst the other kiosk owners. Everyone knew that if 
there was one woman who ran a professional cigarette stand it was Dasiyah, or 
Jeng Yah, which was what everyone called her now. (D2, C8, P135) 
In the above quote, with his hard work managing cigarette products that 
his father pioneered, Dasiyah gained popularity in the community as the only 
woman who manages the professional cigarette business and eventually won the 
nickname "Jeng Yah". This proves that Dasiyah has become an independent 





4) To transcend its boundaries, women can refuse to internalize their 
liabilities by identifying themselves through the views of the 
dominant groups in society. Accepting the role of Liyan according 
to Beauvoir, is accepting the status of an object which means 
"rejecting the Self-Subject who is creative, and has autonomy 
towards himself" and takes the risk of experiencing insanity which 
is the result of involvement in continuing to lie (Tong, 2004: 276). 
She went looking for her husband’s unsold klobot, took one of those cigarettes, lit 
it with a match, and inhaled deeply. (D1, C4, P72) 
In the quote above shows that as a woman at that time Roemaisa seemed 
to defy her limits as an ordinary woman, where at that time women were 
considered weak and unequal to men. 
Now, it was as if every mouthful of klobot smoke that Roemaisa inhaled 
reinvigorated her, while the sorrows that had piled up seemed to evaporate with 
every exhalation of smoke that came out of her mouth. Slowly but surely, 
Roemaisa recovered. She could not return to being the old Roemaisa, who was so 
feminine and obedient. The new Roemaisa was feisty. (D2, C4, P72-73) 
The data shows the change in character experienced by Roemaisa after she 
lost her husband. After recovering from his sadness, he began a new life and 
became a new Roemaisa. 
“Father, if you want to make a new cigarette, that means you have to make funds 





And then what will we live on? How will we pay our workers?” Dasiyah was 
resolute. (D3, C8, P122) 
The data says that as a girl who was given freedom by her father, Dasiyah 
finally became a critical girl. Dasiyah dared to express her opinion on matters 
concerning the future of her family's cigarette company. This proves that Dasiyah 
has surpassed the women of her time who tended to always accept men's 
decisions. 
Dasiyah agreed, as long as her face wasn’t on the label. Idroes Moeria agreed, 
and instead he drew a young woman who bore a striking resemblance to his 
daughter Dasiyah. She was wearing a lace kebaya blouse, her hair was pulled 
back in a small but neat chignon, and she was holding a lit cigarette with a wisp 
of smoke rising from its tip. Dasiyah’s second stipulation was that she wanted to 
be involved in the making of the sauce. According to her, all the different sauces 
that had been used to all the different experimental cigarettes that had languished 
in the marked were way below the quality and taste of Independence! Cigarettes. 
(D4, C8, P131) 
The data said that women as mixers of the kretek sauce formula were 
indeed a new thing to be found. This is because, basically formulating clove sauce 
formula requires a person to have a strong instinct and understanding of clove and 
its ingredients in detail. 
Idroes Moeria no longer worried that his wife, Roemaisa hadn’t given birth to any 





but she had the energy of a first-born son who coulsd take responsibility for the 
family. He could see that his daughter had wisdom and a good instinct that was 
useful when applied to their family cigarette business. (D5, C10, P154) 
The above quote explains that, Dasiyah has been transformed as a woman 
who has more knowledge than girls usually about clove. This makes Moeria 
Idroes feel proud, even though he has a daughter as smart as Dasiyah even though 
at first he really wanted to have a son. 
B. Discussion 
In this part the researcher discussed the data analysis that had been found 
in “Cigarette Girl” novel. The researcher identified the resistance of woman’s 
struggle by classifying the kinds of woman’s struggle according to Beauvoir. 
In the novel Ciggarette girl depicted several female figures with abilities 
that exceed other women at that time. In this research, the writer only focused his 
research on the character of Roemasia and Dasiyah or Jeng Yah who has a strong 
character. Dasiyah, a young girl who has critical thinking, broad insights, capable 
trading abilities, and the ability to manage the financial aspects of her father's 
factory is a representation of women's struggle to show their existence in their 
lives. 
1) Women can work 
According to Beaviour, believes that no matter how hard and tiring the 
work of women is, work still provides various possibilities for women, 





Datum 1 Roemaisa used to be a woman who was feminine, obedient and 
reserved, but now she has turned into a woman who is strong, independent and 
authoritative. Roemaisi filled his days by selling klobot in the market and drug 
stores. The quote above shows the personality of a strong, independent, 
authoritative woman. Not necessarily, because her husband left a weak woman 
who can only cry. In the same way in Datum 2 Dasiyah who is a child of 
Roemaisa also proves that women can exceed their limits in working by 
expanding their kretek sales area. In this case Dasiyah has proven that she has 
exceeded the ability of women her age at that time to help the family economy. 
2) Women can become intellectuals 
According to Beauvoir, Intellectual activity is an activity when a person 
thinks, sees and defines, and is not nonactivity when a person becomes the 
object of thought, observation, and definition. Based on the theory above, 
the researcher found some evidence of a woman's struggle to shape her 
existence in society through her intelligence. 
Datum 1 shows that aside from working to fulfill economic needs, being 
intellectual is also one of the forms of efforts by women to struggle to get rid of 
the predicate that is attached to it. The author discovers how Dasiyah actively and 
critically provided advice and input to her father regarding her father's plan to 
create a new trademark. It was considered as a pointless thing that would use up 
their capital. Inteleqtual activities are activities of thinking, seeing, and defining. 
Dasiyah as a young girl has all three aspects. The author found that Dasiyah 





that the Kretek Merdeka brand had more historical value as presented in Datum 2. 
Dasiyah was able to see the historical value contained in the Merdeka kretek 
which according to her must be continued. Accordingly, Datum 3 shows how 
Dasiyah has been able to calculate and manage all matters related to the factory 
including financial matters. There are 2 things the writer found in this data. First, 
when women are called to take concrete actions, it means that women have 
thought ahead and can define the circumstances that occur. The result of this 
activity is the change in the view of the dominant group, in this case, the male 
presence of women. This is evidenced by the pride possessed by Idroes Moeria 
when he found Dasiyah, his daughter, who could do everything related to the 
kretek factory itself. Idroes Moeria no longer expects the boy he once coveted. 
Second, when women begin to express their opinions, it implies that women have 
internalized the other by overriding their limitations as women. The same thing is 
also found in Datum 4 and Datum 5. Research discovered how Dasiyah carefully 
managed the financial problems of the factory and also asked his father to stop 
making new trade products. Especially by involving loans from other people. 
Beauvoir explained that through communication and interaction with 
others, women and their existence must find confirmation from others. In Datum 
6 and Datum 7 Dasiyah proves this. Researcher found that when Dasiyah's 
knowledge of kretek began to innovate with kretek. Dasiyah is able to make 
investors recognize their expertise. Knowledge which at that time was only owned 





reason and technique at the same time to seize opportunities that were normally 
incapable of women in those days. 
Datum 8 researcher found how Dasiyah seized the opportunity by calling 
the girls in her village to take part in the factory, with the same work done by men 
before, of course with the same salary. Dasiyah proves that women who are active 
and responsible for something, and reject passivity are struggles to show their 
existence as women. 
3) Women can work to achieve a socialist transformation of society 
Beauvoir has the same hope that the end of the subject-object conflict, the 
Self-Liyan among humans in general, among men and women in 
particular. Beauvoir reminded women that the environment would limit 
them to defining themselves, women's freedom would also be limited by 
the amount of money they had in the bank. 
Datum 1 The depiction of Dasiyah who understands various kinds of 
knowledge is certainly in contrast with the girls who at that time often rarely 
received knowledge from schools. In the same way, Datum 2 Being the daughter 
of a kretek factory owner does not necessarily make Jeng Yah only rely on what 
his family has bequeathed to him. However, Jeng Yah himself has his own 
passion for clove. This was proven by Jeng Yah by making his father's trading 
business grow and have the latest creations. As a woman who has a high desire for 
clove, of course, makes Jeng Yah continue to innovate her clove products to be 





time undermined the notion that women do not have a high taste for clove, unlike 
men who in fact do have a close connection with clove. 
4) To transcend its boundaries 
women can refuse to internalize their liabilities by identifying themselves 
through the views of the dominant groups in society. 
Datum 1 Indeed, at first the Roemasia figure was portrayed as a weak, 
obedient figure and served properly as a good Javanese woman. However, after 
her husband disappeared when he wanted to print the brand klobot and was 
thought to be kidnapped between Japan, he turned 180 degrees into a rigid 
Roemasia. Through kretek smoked, the author also wants to convey that the right 
to smoke kretek is the right of men and women. The author seems to want to 
reject and criticize the public's view that a woman who smokes is a woman who is 
not good, whereas if the man who smokes it is seen as a natural thing. In this 
novel it is strongly contested. Datum 2 Roemaisa used to be a woman who was 
feminine, submissive and reserved, but now she has turned into a woman who is 
strong, independent and authoritative. Roemasia fills his days by selling klobot in 
the market and drug stores. The quote above shows the personality of a strong, 
independent, authoritative woman. Not necessarily, because her husband left a 
weak woman who can only cry. 
Women in the view of society is a figure who placed as number two, 
backward, and limited. To achieve existence, women must cross the usual 





Dasiyah does not only rely on what is inherited from his family. Dasiyah has her 
own taste regarding the taste of cigarettes. Therefore, Dasiyah carries out her own 
innovation and the results make her flourish clove products. One thing that proves 
that amazing knowledge has been more advanced than women of his age at that 
time. In other words, by doing so Dasiyah has broken the boundaries pinned on 
women at that time. Women must ensure that they are released from boundaries to 
achieve one goal with the next goal. 
Datum 4 Jeng Yah seemed to know that the quality of taste found in the 
experiments produced by his father had a standard that was far below the 
standard. So Jeng Yah wants to take part in the process of making kretek sauce in 
his father's factory. This is certainly different from the notion that women have 
weak instincts. But Jeng Yah has strong instincts and feelings for what he wants. 
Jeng Yah did not hesitate in making a decision, including in the matter of taste he 
had. Ingredients ingredients that he had never known before, he dared to do in the 
expectations. He was so sure that the chosen concoctions were appropriate and 
proven. Datum 5 The cleverness and tenacity that Dasiyah had as a daughter 
made Idroes Moeria feel proud and remove her desire to have a son who could 
continue her business. Based on the above sentence, it is seen that Moeria's Idroes 
is very love Dasiyah even though at first, she was sad to know that her first child 
was a girl and not a boy. Idroes Moeria saw Dasiyah as a feminine girl who didn't 
have the energy of a man, but she was able to show her father that she could 
compete with men. This is evidenced by the Moeria Idroes who began to entrust 





had a strong instinct towards kretek. This is a unique thing because it is rarely 






















CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
In this chapter the writer will mention two points those are conclusion and 
suggestion. In conclusion, the writer explained the result of the discussion and 
suggestion will be explained about what the researcher suggested to the next 
researcher who will research the woman struggle. 
A. Conclusions 
From the discussion that has been explained in the previous chapter, the 
woman has to be extra ordinary to exist. This research conducted to answer the 
problems that concerning how are resistances of woman’s struggle in Cigarette 
Girl Novel by Ratih Kumala. Related to those problems, the researcher found four 
kinds of women struggle according to Beauvoir, as following women can work, 
women can become intellectuals, Women can work to achieve a socialist 
transformation of society, and to transcend its boundaries. 
There are some women characters who show differences from the other 
woman at that era those are Roemasia and Dasiyah or Jeng Yah, they as woman 
show strong will like men, they have control of their lives, so they do not want to 
hang to the man. In the novel Roemasia and Dasiyah or Jeng Yah have self-
sufficiency and capability to manage and even to develop their life, in this case 
their social status researcher concludes that the women have same capability to 
survive in their lives as the men do therefore all the things that is point to them 
such as second sex, retarded, limited and weak go vague and even disappear 







1) The researcher suggests to the next researcher who will research similar 
theory about feminism to compare one theory to another theory about 
feminism so there are many things can be concluded. 
2) The researcher suggests researching another type of literary work such as 
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